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Every fall, like many other churches, Grace conducts 
an annual canvass, seeking your financial support for 

the work, ministry and mission of Grace Church.   
A few our own parishioners share their thoughts about 

what stewardship means to them. 
 

Why do I give to Grace Church?  The short answer: 

because the Junior Warden tells me to! 

Is there a longer answer?  Yes, indeed.  It begins 

with the realization that it would be an act of extraor-

dinary imagination – and not a particularly welcome 

exercise at that – to conceive of our family life with-

out Grace.  Over 25 years, Grace Church has been 

woven into the fabric of our lives, teaching us, shap-

ing, us, sometimes exasperating us (me, at least), 

supporting us, loving us.  It has been for all the 

Moodies a wellspring of joy and laughter, insight and 

growth, commitment, compassion, and understand-

ing.  

The only possible response is to seek to reciprocate.  

Sometimes reciprocity takes the form of giving time 

– as a lector, usher, member of Men’s Group, coun-

ter, whatever.  Sometimes it takes the form of en-

gaging with the community – at coffee hours, Adult 

Forums, Harvest Dinners, Music of Grace programs, 

Grace School events, Pancake dinners (or break-

fasts, or brunches, or…), recognizing with delight 

that even then one receives so much more than one 

gives. 

Sometimes reciprocity takes the form of a financial 

commitment – a regretfully small contribution for 

the many blessings with which we have been graced 

in this place.  It has become a cliché to say – in our 

best PBS pledge campaign voices – that this insti-

tution cannot sustain its remarkable accomplish-

ments, let alone build on them, without support 

from those of us who benefit most from them.  But 

like most clichés, it happens to be true.  And in 

that we can and should rejoice, for it provides us 

yet another opportunity to demonstrate – to what-

ever degree we are able – what it means to mani-

fest our faith through action. 

On occasion I worry that I am like the character in 

Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing who is 

berated because “He wears his faith but as the 

fashion of his hat.”  But a few weeks ago, I as oth-

ers who were in church that day, had the chance to 

feel again the powerful simplicity of the admonition 

that our charge is to “do justice, love kindness, 

and walk humbly with your God.”  What better 

place to seek to fulfill that challenge than Grace 

Church?  At Grace, one doesn’t have to wrestle 

anxiously with defining what the task means; the 

examples are all around us.  One doesn’t have to 

look very hard to find channels for meeting that 

charge; opportunities abound.  One doesn’t have 

to bear the unnecessary burden of believing that 

the task is ours alone; help is ever present, freely 

and gracefully given.  Grace allows us to be genu-

inely who we are – no pretense, no phoniness, no 

fashion – as we work daily to translate our faith 

into action. 

And that – and the Junior Warden – is why I sup-

port Grace Church. 

Michael Moodie 

(cont. on page 3) 

HARVEST DINNER - Saturday, October 20 
 

Have you made plans to attend this year’s Harvest Dinner?  If not, there’s 
still time.  You can RSVP by completing the bulletin insert at any Sunday 
church service, or call the Church Office at 301-585-3515, or email Linda 
Caleb at linda.caleb@gmail.com. 

For all the details about this not-to-be-missed event - please read the article 
on page 4. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Acciaccatura_notation.png
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Dining With Grace at the Movies 

 

Please join us for our kickoff on Friday, October 12th, in the Undercroft 

and enjoy the movie "Babe". Be a part of a fun evening of fellowship, food 

and discussion. Guests and friends are always welcome. Dinner begins at 

6:30 p.m., the film at 7:00p.m., a brief discussion follows the film, all ending 

between 9:00 and 9:15 p.m. In November, we will return to our regular 

schedule of the first Friday of every month through May 2013. 

 

So that we may all enjoy a well balanced meal, we ask that you bring the food item 

associated with the first letter of your last name that serves 8-10 people. Drinks will be 

provided. 

 

 A- H            Main Course/Casserole 

 I - Q            Salad /Vegetable 

 R -Z            Dessert /Fruit 

 
For further questions please contact Lola Crawford (301) 571-2321 or Maria Jenkins

(301) 589-1352 

Young and Old Invited to Help with Homeless Ministry                                                          

Saturdays - October 6, November 3, December 1 

   

Throughout the year, the Grace Church Homeless Ministry provides food, clothing, 

and gifts to homeless people, with the active help and support of the Youth Ministry, 

Pennyworth, and students at Grace Episcopal Day School (GEDS). Once monthly, gen-

erally on the first Saturday, volunteers from the Homeless Ministry gather 

in the church undercroft to make approximately 250 sandwiches and 

enough minestrone soup to feed a couple of hundred of our hungriest 

friends! The fellowship-loving group is often enlivened by young people 

and even small children as well as adults, and is lucky to have the active 

participation on some occasions of the Grace Youth group. In addition, thanks to help 

from volunteers at GEDS, students at the school often make 100 or more sandwiches 

during the week prior to our venturing downtown, and leave them for us in the church 

kitchen fridge.  

Moreover, each month Pennyworth volunteers are good enough to drop off several 

large bags of clothing they can spare--ranging from sweats and jeans to shoes and 

the occasional sleeping bag--for us to deliver downtown. A subset of volunteers drives 

the Grace van downtown Washington D.C. on that first Saturday to about 10 parks 

and delivers the food and clothing. Leftovers are delivered on the way back to church 

to Shepherd's Table, a soup kitchen in Silver Spring. 

 

For more information, please contact Erik Olson, erikdavidolson@gmail.com, tel. (301) 

949-0721. 

mailto:erikdavidolson@gmail.com
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Stewardship Is About Being Grateful, cont.  

several years ago: 

“In the 15th chapter of the Gospel according to John, Jesus uses 

the image of a vine and vinegrower to describe his disciples’ 

relationship with Him and God.  Jesus says, “I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinegrower.”     A branch cannot bear fruit 

unless it abides in the vine.  The vinegrower tends the branches 

that bear fruit so that they bear more fruit.   

Although I don’t have a green thumb, this passage comes to 

mind when I reflect on giving of my time, talent, and treasure to 

the Church.  Grace Church is collectively a branch abiding in the 

True Vine. Collectively giving of our time, talent, and treasure, 

all of which come from God, nurtures Grace’s bearing of fruit, or 

in other words, making Christ and His love known in our com-

munity and the World.” 

Stephanie Gray 

 

I deeply treasure the Grace community’s presence in my life. My 

presence in the community includes regular participation in wor-

ship and adult forum, as a faithful member of the Altar Guild, in-

volvement in the Eucharistic Visitor Ministry, volunteering at Shep-

herd’s Table, partaking in the multitude of fellowship activities 

such as movie nights and the magnificent food fests offered by 

the Men’s Club, and continual amazement at what a blessing our 

wonderful, robust, growing Music Program is to the community. 

The importance of regular and disciplined financial support of the 

Church community was a lesson I learned from my parents – reg-

ular church attendance and participation was a part of our life as 

a family that means more to me the older I get.  Our community 

programs and the church buildings require our financial support – 

a regular financial pledge permits our leadership to make plans 

that support the maintenance and operations of our buildings as 

well as the many vibrant programs. 

The theme this year of our Stewardship Drive is Faith in Action.  In 

response, I offer what I wrote for the Every Member Canvas drive 

Donation to Silver Spring Pennyworth Thrift Shop  is a     

Treasure!  
 

Maybe not as valuable as the Picasso painting  that was recently put to auction 

for $14,000, after purchase for $14.00  at a another thrift shop, but Silver 

Spring Regional Director Reemberto Rodriguez was recently overjoyed with the 

donation of three 10 year old framed newspaper articles about the redevelop-

ment of our beautiful downtown of Silver Spring, Maryland.  

The three pictures were donated the week of September 12, to the Penny-

worth Shop at 949 Bonifant Street in downtown Silver Spring. Pennyworth 

Shop Manager, Marilyn Seitz who was active in the Silver Spring Citizen's Advi-

sory Board when the plans were only on paper, knew that these framed arti-

cles were treasures. She call Reemberto and gave the three pictures to Silver 

Spring Civic Building. We would love to thank the person who donated these pictures.  

Pennyworth Shop has been an important part of the Silver Spring community for 60 years.  The shop is a ministry of Grace Episco-

pal Church on Georgia Ave, Silver Spring.  "We get all kinds of donations, but this one was something special to Silver Spring." said 

Marilyn, the Pennyworth Shop manager. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞  

Shop workers had a pleasant surprise on Friday, September 22, when Reverend Andrew jogged into the shop for 

a visit. Shop worker and Grace parishioner, Margaret Canavan  said he didn't recognize Andrew “without his white 

collar and black shirt.”  Just goes to show that you never know who you’ll see at the Pennyworth Shop.  Please 

stop by for shopping, browsing or to just say hello. 

Pennyworth is open 10 am to 1 pm from Tuesday through Saturday.  We have two great 1960 era polyester lei-

sure suits for a casual night out or for a great Halloween costume.  Many new fall outfits are available that are latest up to date 

styles.  And remember, shop workers get items at half off.   

Pennyworth News 
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Stewardship and The Harvest Dinner 

Music of Grace commemorates parishioners, 

friends of Grace, and our larger community of 

family and friends who have died with an All 

Saints Evensong on Sunday, November 4, at 

5pm in the Sanctuary. Evensong, a worship ser-

vice of prayers, readings and music is a beautiful 

tradition from our Anglican heritage.  The names 

of loved ones who have died since the last All 

Saints Day are read during this special Evensong and their 

names are including in the Evensong bulletin.  The Adult Choir, 

directed by Grace’s Minister of Music, Danny Catalanotto, will 

perform Cantata 106, Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit (God’s 

Time is the best Time), by Johann Sebastian Bach.  Four national-

ly renowned period instrument players will accompany the choir 

on alto recorders and gamba.  A gamba is Italian and its first 

known use was in 1597; this bass member of the viola family 

has a musical range approximating the cello.  Grace’s Assistant 

Minister of Music, Ceri Benson, joins the small ensemble playing 

the basso continuo part on the organ. 

Bach’s Cantata 106, Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste Zeit is a sacred 

cantata intended for a funeral.  The work is thought to be one of 

the earliest Bach cantatas, likely composed in 1708 for the fu-

neral of the Mayor of Mühlhausen.  The text consists of different 

Bible verses from the Old and New Testament, as well as individ-

ual verses of old church songs by Martin Luther and hymnist 

Adam Reusner, which all together refer to finiteness and dying. 

There are two distinct parts to the cantata: the view of the Old 

Testament on death shown in the first part is confronted by the 

second part, representing the view of the New Testament; the 

separation of the old by the new determines the symmetrical 

structure of the cantata. The cantata ranks among his most 

important works. Inspired directly by its biblical text, it exhibits 

a great depth and intensity. The German musicologist, Alfred 

Dürr called the cantata "a work of genius such as even great 

masters seldom achieve. ... The (Gottes Zeit ist die allerbeste 

Zeit) belongs to the great musical literature of the world". 

To commemorate parishioners, family, or friends who died this 

past year, notify the church office by October 28th or watch for 

a special insert in the Sunday bulletin.   We hope you will join 

us for this meaningful and beautiful Music of Grace service to 

commemorate those near and dear to you that were lost this 

year; or simply join us to pause and reflect while experiencing a 

stunning piece of sacred vocal music performed with period 

instrumentation.  The service is open to the community and 

donations are accepted to help support future Music of Grace 

performances.    

Over the past many years, the Harvest 

Dinner has become one of the most pop-

ular events in the life of Grace Church.  

Now, how many parishes can claim that 

one of their top events has anything to 

do with Stewardship!   At Grace Church, 

the Harvest Dinner has everything to do with Stewardship, and 

not just the fact that the Stewardship Committee organizes and 

coordinates this wonderful annual event. 

Stewardship is all about understanding how very blessed we 

are as individuals and as a church community.  The Harvest 

Dinner is a great example of our parish family coming together 

to celebrate and give thanks for all the blessings so generously 

bestowed upon us.   And this year, especially, the obvious evi-

dence of God’s blessings on Grace Church are evident every 

Sunday when we gather together in liturgy and song, learning 

and fellowship, to give thanks to God. 

If you have never been to the Harvest Dinner, we hope you will 

make plans to join us this year.  The first thing you need to do is 

RSVP by completing the insert in the Sunday bulletin, or calling 

the Church Office at 301-585-2-3515, or emailing Linda Caleb 

at linda.caleb@gmail.com.  Childcare is provided and your chil-

dren are most welcomed.  Be sure to indicate their names and 

ages, so that proper supervision can be provided. 

Music of Grace - All Saints Evensong 

The week of the Harvest Dinner, you will be assigned to a table 

and will be contacted by the host of that table.  Table assign-

ments are made so that everyone gets to meet and welcome 

people new to our parish.  Your table host will contact you a few 

days before the dinner and let you know what you can bring to 

share with the other people seated at your table. 

Then simply show up on the evening of Saturday, October 20 

for a great time.   You will find the Undercroft filled with laugh-

ter and fellowship and delicious food!  Also, each table will re-

flect a different style - from fine china and crystal to creative 

paper goods.  The band, Souler Power, will return for music and 

dancing and with any luck, you'll be able to see your Clergy and 

Vestry on the dance floor. 

But back to the real point of the Harvest Dinner.  We come to-

gether to give thanks.  We come together to acknowledge that 

everything we have and everything we are is a gift from a loving 

God.  What better way to spend a Saturday evening. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnGOQt3tn-Q
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Mark your calendars for the upcoming Grace Church Christ-

mas Bazaar on Saturday, December 8.  This annual event is 

one of the many things that makes Grace such a special place.  

It is a chance to gather together and enjoy the food, fun and 

fellowship that binds us as a joyful and faithful community.   

 

You will find seasonal gift items from Pennyworth, homemade 

baked goods, a silent auction, used book sale and an exten-

sive assortment of handmade crafts all donated by our gener-

ous parishioners.  A hot lunch, prepared and served by the 

Grace Men’s Group, will also be available. 

 

The Christmas Bazaar is a major fundraiser for the church, and 

funds raised from this annual event help support the opera-

tions and the various ministries of Grace. 

 

Included on this page are just a few of the ways in which you 

can help support this fun event. 

 

The Christmas Bazaar is Coming 

ORDER YOUR FRESH CHRISTMAS WREATHS NOW 

 

Once again the Christmas bazaar team will be selling fresh 

holiday greenery. Orders for wreaths will be taken in the 

undercroft after the 10:30 service throughout the month of 

October.  We will have several wreath styles to choose from 

and a new “swag” option this year.  Orders 

will be delivered to the church after the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  This year, we also 

would like to encourage folks to consider 

having a wreath delivered to out of town friends or family – 

they make a beautiful Christmas gift.  Wreaths can be deliv-

ered outside of the area or even to your neighbors. . . . so 

convenient!! Please contact Cindy Bogino with any ques-

tions or look for her after the Sunday services.  

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2012                                               

SILENT AUCTION DONATION WISH LIST 

 

To help make the silent auction portion of the 

Christmas Bazaar a big success we need your 

help and all those hidden treasures in your attic: 

the “objets d'art” your relatives gave you years 

ago, that you just don't like; the musical instruments your 

kids haven't played in years; sporting event tickets--pro/

college; local theater tickets.  Do you work someplace cool? 

Donate a guided tour.  Great Baker? Donate home-made 

goodies.  Vacation home?  Consider donating a weekend stay 

or  ski lessons/lift tickets.  Tickets to AFI Theater?  Do you 

teach lessons--music, language, sports?  Donate a session or 

two.  Kids outgrown a Thomas the Train set? Or beautiful 

dollhouse?   Contact Marnie Brown for all the details 

marnie@graceepiscopalchurch.org or 301-585-3515. 

mailto:marnie@graceepiscopalchurch.org
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FAMILY FUN DAY                                                                                                                

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13                                                                                                             

12 – 3 PM 

 

Mark your Calendars for Family Fun Day at GEDS from 12:00 - 3:00 on Saturday, 

October 13!  Be a part of this wonderful day of fun and activities for the whole fam-

ily sponsored by the Grace PTO.  Highlights include a bulb sale, moon bounce, 

-painting, Bubbles the clown, food, games, prizes, and the best bake sale in town!   

If you would like to volunteer to help with Family Fun Day, please e-mail Chris Har-

rington at harrclan@hotmail.com or Carrie Beaudreau at carriellenc@gmail.com. If 

you would like to donate baked goods, please e-mail Adrienne Harrington 

at harrclan@hotmail.com. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

Grace Episcopal Day School Open House 

Saturday, October 20                                      

11:00 - 1:00 PM 

We will hold our first Open House of the year 

on Saturday, October 20.   We look forward 

to seeing at the school. Please let your 

friends and interested families know.  

Please call if you have any questions.   Lau-

ren Rahall (240-292-5237) or Donna Harsh-

man (240-292-5224). 

 

 

 

 

 

Transitions 

 

Death 

 

Penny Bender Fuchs 
August 31, 2012 

 
Rev. Janice Marie Robinson 

September 2, 2012 

 

NEW ADDRESS 

 

Ms. Marjorie Johnson 
6406 Old Sandy Spring Road 

Laurel, MD 20707 
Group Home #: 301725-0873 

The Grace Church community mourns the death of their former rector, the 

Reverend Janice Robinson.  Janice was ordained a deacon and priest by 

Bishop John Walker in 1988. She served at St. John's, Norwood from 1988-

1995 as an Assistant and Associate. She served as Director of Studies at 

the College of Preachers from 1995-1997. She was rector of Grace from 

1997 until her retirement in 2009.  

Dear people at Grace,  
 
Thanks for all your messages of support and other acts of caring during Janice Robinson’s strug-
gle with cancer! Thanks also for your many expressions of sympathy after her death and for help-
ing to celebrate her life at the Cathedral funeral! It was a blessing to see so many of you in the 
choir and to greet even more at the reception. You were all important to her and she would have 
been so pleased. 
 
       Appreciatively, 
       Berit Lakey 

Faces of Grace Episcopal Day School 

mailto:harrclan@hotmail.com
mailto:carriellenc@gmail.com
mailto:harrclan@hotmail.com
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Fiscal Officer Report 

I want to begin this article by thanking everyone for making 

efforts to keep their pledges current and catching up on their 

pledges.  Because of the timing of this article, I am writing it 

before the close of the month (the last day of September is 

Sunday, September 30th), so right now I am pretty much writing 

as if September were a four-Sunday month.  This is significant 

because we essentially had a balanced budget in September, 

ending the month with a surplus of $21.83.  The cumulative 

deficit in our operating budget was <$29,923.79>.  With one 

Sunday remaining in the month, we expect the deficit in the 

operating budget to reduced to around a level of 

<$20,000.00> - the deficit in the balanced budget plan ap-

proved by the Vestry for 2012 was projected to equal 

<$19,800.00> at the end of September, so we appear to be 

right on pace to end the year with a balanced budget, with a 

slight variance possible either way.   

As we have discussed, with a deficit of roughly $20,000.00 

projected to be seen at the end of September, we expect to 

carry a deficit into December, when three factors will determine 

whether the budget is in balance for 2012 (essentially, the 

same three factors that are seen each year) 

 the degree to which pledge income approximates estimat-

ed pledge commitments; 

 the size of the Christmas offering – traditionally, our Christ-

mas offering totals around $10,000.00 annually, and that 

is the amount projected to be received this year; and 

 the net income from the annual Christmas Bazaar – again, 

in the past couple of years, the Fair has generated a total 

of $10,000.00 for the church operating budget, and this is 

the estimate to be received this year. 

So, we project that we will enter December with a shortfall in 

the range of $20,000.00, and that we will need the sustained 

high level of pledge income in conjunction with the other two 

factors above to end this year with a balanced budget. 

Looking at our estimates for income and expenses, in the bal-

anced budget approved by the Vestry for 2012, it was estimat-

ed that expenses through the end of September would total 

$507,520.00.  Expenses through the end of September to-

taled $507,191.96.  Expenses have been controlled very care-

fully, with sufficient savings realized from the delay in hiring 

the Sunday School coordinator to allow the hiring of an assis-

tant organist four (4) months earlier than hoped.  Significant 

efforts have been made to ensure the effective control of 

spending in all programs at the same time ensuring that suffi-

cient funds are available to support all of our ministries. 

As of this writing, a total of $353,613.97 in pledge income had 

been received through the first nine (9) months of this year 

(2012 is unusual because there is a 53rd Sunday this year, and 

the extra Sunday actually is 9/30/2012, because the third 

quarter of this year has 14 Sundays instead of the usual 13 

Sundays each quarter).  Last year, for the same number of 

Sundays, a total of $305,39.892 in pledge income was re-

ceived.  This increase of $48,274.15 (16%) reflects the in-

crease in pledges this year.  At the same time, the projected 

pledge income through the end of September is estimated to 

fall roughly $6,800.00 (roughly 2%) below the budget estimate 

for the year through this period.  This is the shortfall that we 

need to recover during the remaining quarter of the year to 

avoid running a deficit in 2012. 

As always, if anyone has any questions about the financial 

situation in the church, please contact me at your conven-

ience.   

Gib Baily                                                                                 

Church Fiscal Officer 

Why I Give to Grace 

I am a faithful steward of Grace Episcopal Church because of  the spirit of community and fellowship I experience whenever 
I walk through the doors of the church.  Grace is my spiritual home and a place where I feel supported, valued and respected 
as an individual and also as a church member.   I have enjoyed sharing my time, ideas and my financial resources with the 
church community by being a member of the Vestry, a school board member and an usher.  The rich diversity of the church 
community enhances the sense of fellowship and spiritual journey that makes Grace an exciting and diverse church commu-
nity.  I give as much as possible financially and in other ways to give thanks for the blessings I have received from my associa-
tion with Grace and to help it continue to as the warm and supportive it has been throughout the time I have worshiped 
here. 

            George Cato 
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Special Luncheon Welcomes Newcomers to Grace 
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One More Note . . . from the Rev. Andrew W. Walter 

Have thoughts, comments or questions about Andrew’s articles    
(or even his sermons)?  He would love to hear from you.     

Please email him at awalter@graceepiscopalchurch.org 

It is better to give than to receive. 

We have all heard those words before, and we have all experi-

enced their truth.  Whether it is volunteering at church, caring for 

a friend, giving our time to help someone in need, or financially 

supporting an organization that does good work, we have all felt 

that special feeling that comes with giving of ourselves.  It is a 

feeling that is better than any other because we know, deep in our 

hearts, that we made a difference in the lives of other people; we 

made our small corner of the world a better place.  We know - it is 

better to give than to receive. 

Jesus knew this as well.  In the Acts of the Apostles, Paul attrib-

utes this well-known admonition to Jesus.  Paul was in the ancient 

city of Miletus writing to the Christians in Ephesus: “And now I 

commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message 

that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among 

all who are sanctified… remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, 

for he himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'" 

What Jesus and Paul were saying is important because it reveals a 

profound spiritual truth – the more we give, the more God gives to 

us; the more we share of ourselves, the more God shares himself 

with us. 

A while back, I heard a story about the late Danny Thomas, well-

known entertainer and founder of St. Jude’s Hospital for Children.  

At one point in his life, long before he had made it big, Thomas 

was out of work and almost completely broke.  Things were so 

bad, he and his wife had to borrow money for groceries, and to 

make matters worse, they were expecting their first child.  Thomas 

was forlorn.  Years later, he would recall, “My despair led me to 

my first exposure to the powers of faith.” 

One Sunday morning, Thomas went to church, and when the offer-

ing plate was passed he put in a dollar – quite a lot, actually, con-

sidering all he had to his name at the time was $7.85.  After the 

offering was collected, the priest took a break from the usual 

order of service and announced a second offering to support 

the church’s mission work.  Thomas was moved.  He wanted to 

give something.  “I got carried away,” he said, “and ended up 

giving my seven dollars.” 

When the service concluded, the full reality of what he had 

done hit Thomas hard.  He had only eighty-five cents remaining.  

What would he do?  How would he care for his wife and their 

baby on the way?  Thomas recalls walking up to the altar rail 

and kneeling down to pray: “God, I’ve given away my last seven 

bucks.  I need it back ten-fold because I’ve got a kid on the way, 

and I have to pay the hospital bill.” 

Thomas went home that night, feeling numb and not knowing 

what to think.  The next morning, the phone rang.  It was a job 

offer for a part in a commercial. The pay: $75.  “I nearly 

dropped the telephone receiver,” Thomas remembered.  “First, I 

whooped with joy.  Then, an eerie feeling came over me.  The 

$75 fee was the largest I had received, and it was almost exact-

ly ten-times the amount I had donated to the church.” 

Now, I am not saying that if you give money to church, you will 

receive a financial windfall like Danny Thomas.  What I am say-

ing is – if you give of yourself, God will give back to you expo-

nentially, in ways you cannot possibly hope for or imagine.  After 

all, in sharing almost all of his money with the church, what 

Danny Thomas did not get in return was $75.  What Danny 

Thomas got in return was, in his own words, his “first exposure 

to the powers of faith.”  Thomas learned that a relationship with 

God is… well, priceless. 
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