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As has been shared for the past several weeks, one 

of the focuses of our parish for the coming year is 

our beloved church building.  Grace Church is a lively 

and busy place! On most days, and particularly on 

Sundays, our church is bustling with a diversity of 

God’s people involved in our work and ministries.  In 

recent years, we have been especially blessed by 

the many new members and families who visited 

Grace and found a spiritual home. Our programs and 

ministries have also grown, as parishioners engage 

with each other, and with the wider community in 

Silver Spring and throughout the Diocese.  At the 

center of our life together is our wonderful church 

building.   

It is that building  that week after week, we come 

together for worship, fellowship, to learn and grow in 

our faith, and to experience God’s love.  From top to 

bottom, the church is alive with activity.  Our inspir-

ing and uplifting worship services take place in the 

nave of the church.  Our many welcoming and fun 

fellowship activities take place in the Undercroft.  

And our outstanding music program utilizes much of 

the building for classes, rehearsals and performanc-

es.  Our church building is a home away from home 

for all of us.   

However, our beloved church building is showing its 

age and it is time to address some of the particular 

needs that come with sustaining an older build-

ing.   The Vestry has identified four areas in particu-

lar which need attention: the heating and air condi-

tioning system; the downstairs bathrooms; the Un-

dercroft; and, the organ. Because the needed work 

is outside the scope of our annual budget, the Vestry 

has engaged a consultant to help us explore a pos-

sible fundraising campaign through which the par-

ish can raise the resources necessary to take on 

these important building projects. 

As we begin the steps to address these current 

needs, it is interesting to note some strong similari-

ties with the congregation that stepped forward in 

faith some 60 years ago to build the church we 

now use every Sunday.  Fifty-seven years ago, our 

current church building was used for the first time 

for Christmas Eve services.  Back then the church 

was literally bursting with young families.  We were 

also a young parish back then, still in the relatively 

new ear of the post war years.  The church that 

preceded our current building was wooden and 

built in 1897. It was much smaller than our current 

structure and three services were needed to ac-

commodate all of our parishioners.  Even so, there 

was still over-flow seating in the Parish Hall be-

neath the sanctuary in the old church building. 

There was great excitement as everyone looked 

forward to being able to have services in the new 

church building – no more over-flow crowds down-

stairs – everyone could sit in the nave at once, and 

the balcony was available for the over-flow!  

There were a lot of children and young people in 

the church, just as there are now.  The children’s 

choirs were large and enthusiastic, just as they are 

now and every Sunday School class had ten or 

more children.   There were also numerous com-

mittees and ministries, including the Camp Fire  

(cont. on page 7) 

ABSALOM JONES CELEBRATION 

 

On Saturday, March 16, Grace Church will host a very special service in honor 

of Absalom Jones.  Sponsored by the Union of Black Episcopalians, this annual 

service is a joyful celebration of the life of this historic figure.  Absalom Jones 

was an African-American abolitionist and clergyman. After founding a black 

congregation in 1794, in 1804 he was the first African-American ordained as a 

priest in the Episcopal Church of the United States. 

 

The service will begin at 11:00 and will be followed by a reception in the Undercroft. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Acciaccatura_notation.png
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DINING WITH GRACE AT THE MOVIES - FRIDAY, MARCH 8 

 

Our March movie selection, "The Way", is a perfect film for Lent. 

Many of us make spiritual journeys or pilgrimages in life as we 

seek healing, inspiration, rejuvenation etc. "The Way" follows 

Thomas Avery, an American ophthalmologist, who goes to France 

to retrieve his son's body who died in the Pyrenees during a 

storm.  His son was walking the Catholic pilgrimage route, 

Camino de Santiago (The Way of St. James). Once Thomas Avery 

arrives in France, he decides to walk the path where his son died. In route, he meets other 

pilgrims from other countries, all seeking greater meaning in their lives. Their interactions 

and experiences along the way leave each of them transformed. 

 

Bring a friend for this special adult movie. We meet in the Undercroft from 6:30 to 9:15 p.m. 

Dinner begins 6:30 p.m and the movie at 7:00 p.m. A short discussion will follow that is rel-

evant to the insights raised by the film.   Our evening ends at approximately 9:15 p.m.   

Please bring the food item associated with the first letter of your last name: 

 

 

     A-H - dessert/friut         I- Q - main course/casserole       R-Z -  salad/vegetable 

 

For further information contact:  Lola Crawford - (301) 571-2321   

Pancake Supper Update 

 

The Youth Group thanks everyone who supported this year’s Pancake Supper.  Some fun 

facts include: 

 We served over 175 pancake meals (not including seconds) 

 32 members of the Youth Group participated in two shifts  

 16 FOGYs (Friends of Grace Youth) shared with the youth their time, energy, creativity, 

and gracious supervisory excellence 

 In addition to iTunes playlists musical accompaniment came from Mr C, Mr. Fellows, 

and Ogden Brown (the last two on ukuleles),  

 We grossed nearly $1,200 in support of youth pilgrimage and mission trips.      
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During Holy Week, we walk with Jesus through the last days of his life.  His journey                                                                                                           
is one from triumph to death to resurrection; ours, one from excitement to despair to hope and new life.                                                                                          

We invite you to join us as we accompany Jesus every step of the way. 

Palm Sunday – March 24 

Services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  

Liturgy of the Palms, reading of the Passion and Holy Communion. 

 

Maundy Thursday – March 28 

7:30 p.m. 

Foot Washing, Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar. 

 

Good Friday – March 29 

Services at 12 noon and 7:30 p.m. 

The liturgy for Good Friday. 

 

Easter Eve – March 30 

10:00 a.m.  

March 30 –Easter Egg Dyeing in the Undercroft. 

7:30 p.m. 

The Great Vigil of Easter, a powerful service of darkness and light, with readings and music,                                                          
captures all the drama of the Easter mystery and is highlighted by baptisms.                                                                                          

The Vigil marks the first celebration of the Resurrection. 

  

Easter Sunday – March 31 

Services at 9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 

Festival Services marking Christ’s triumph over the grave.  

An Easter brunch, along with and Easter Egg hunt for children,                                                                                                   
immediately follows the 9:00 a.m. service. 

Holy Week and Easter at Grace Church 
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Reflections on Lent and Holy Week 

LENTEN CLOTH 

 

        Another threadbare morning. 

        Looking up, you 

        see no cross-stitch promise 

        in the weave of branch and cloud. 

        If God is in the sky, 

        it seems his back is turned, 

        his coat is gray 

        and hung on sticks. 

        But down on earth, 

        made of all that’s died, 

        tulips needle up 

        through leather leaves 

        and burn their skein 

        of winter sun in  

        making Spring. 

 

GETHSEMANE 

 

        Two thousand years this olive tree 

        has sheltered in the evening air 

        the slopes of still Gethsemane. 

        (They slumbered through his final prayer 

 

        sheltered in the evening air.) 

        “Could you not watch one hour with me?” 

        Three times they nodded through his prayer. 

        Their eyes were heavy, their dreams were sweet. 

 

 

        Could you not watch one hour with me? 

        My soul is sorrowful unto death. 

        Their eyes were heavy, their dreams were sweet, 

        but in their hearts they heard his breath: 

 

        My soul is sorrowful unto death. 

        Father, remove this cup of wine. 

        In their hearts they heard his breath: 

        You are the Branches, I am the Vine. 

 

        Father remove this bitter wine. 

        “Rise. My betrayer is at hand.” 

        You are the Branches, I am the Vine. 

        Of these eleven, none would stand. 

 

        “Rise. My betrayer is at hand.” 

        Their paths were laid out long before. 

        Of these eleven who will stand 

        aside from stones and nails and swords? 

 

        The road was laid out long before 

        that cobbles down Gethsemane 

        narrowly, beneath the sword 

        and branches of the olive tree. 

 

Anne Lane Sheldon                                                

Parishioner and Resident Poet    

 

Kids Get It . . . Bunny and All 

While adults scramble for meaning and ponder the pagan under-

pinnings of Easter bunnies, children fundamentally understand 

the need for rebirth and renewal that is met at Easter. How many 

times do they beg for a “second chance” when punished? All of us 

know that kickball includes a three strikes rule. Do you ever get a 

do-over? Doesn’t the eraser run out before the pencil lead? 

Easter is an annual chance at a do-over for us. It is renewal and 

birth and opportunity to live fully as Christians. It is a symbol of 

physical and spiritual growth. It is the happy ending to the movie. 

It is the “good guy” coming out on top. It is the visible reminder 

that our flaws, failings and imperfections are redeemed by a loving 

and generous Lord who brings us constant renewal.  

“Create in me a clean heart, O God and restore a right spirit within 

me.” Restoration, renewal and forgiveness make it possible for us 

to get up in the morning and give it another shot. The world 

around us can be cruel and unforgiving at times. We ourselves 

can forget our oath to forgive the trespasses against us. Let us 

remind our children this season that our renewal comes from 

God within us and from a rugged cross on a hill far away.  

Join us to celebrate our renewal and resurrection during Holy 

Week and Easter. 



Report from Diocesan Convention 

Our Diocesan Delegates, Theresa Wheeler and Anne Sheldon, 
attended the 118th Annual Convention of the Diocese of     

Washington on February 1-2, 2013. 

 

It was a dark and stormy night...well, not really -- a perfectly 

pleasant day in February, with no snow falling or predict-

ed.  Before the business of the Convention began, we both at-

tended workshops intended for “Equipping the Saints” (2013 

convention theme). 

 

Theresa attended “GOING DEEPER: Congregational Spiritual 

Practices for a New Era of Mission”  (Blair Pogue)  St. Matthews 

in St. Paul, MN, a church of 300+ that was full of activities for 

God, but only one that involved the building of relationships; full 

of PhD’s who admitted they didn’t know the Bible, and who did-

n’t talk about God.  Ask Theresa where this church went! and 

where others might follow.  She also attended “FIFTY SHADES 

OF LITURGY,” (led by diocesan clergy) and got some interesting 

insights about how different parishes definite “diversity” and the 

prevalence of “Liturgy Committees” at other churches.  Ask her 

about it! 

Anne attended “CORE EPISCOPAL IDENTITY” in which Joey Rick, 

who works at the Cathedral, tried to sort out for us what pieces 

of our self-image as Episcopalians are truly part of our core, and 

what others -- such as the vestry, the organ, the vestments, the 

Outreach Committee -- are rather part of our tradition, or even, 

our temperament -- not by any means bad things, but not part of 

our central identity. 

The nitty-gritty of the Convention is the ELECTION, by lay and 

clerical delegates, of members of Standing Committee, an advi-

sory group to the Bishop, who, among other duties, recom-

mends candidates for ordination, and Diocesan Council, which 

is empowered to act on behalf of the Convention when the Con-

vention is not in session, and, among many other duties, is re-

sponsible for presenting the annual budget to Convention.   

Election Results: 

Standing Committee, Lay Members Elected: 

 Sarah Stonesifer, Christ Church, Rockville (Region 4) 

         Atron Rowe, St. Luke’s, DC (Region 1) 

Standing Committee, Clerical Members Elected: 

         Emily Guthrie, St. Margaret’s (Region 2) 

         Meg Ingalls, Transfiguration (Region 4) 

Diocesan Council, At Large Members Elected: 

         Clerical:  Otis Gaddis III, U.of Md. Chaplaincy (Region 4) 

         Lay:  Penelope Winder, St. Johns, Norwood (Region 3) 

 

 

Bishop Mariann’s address was a high point of the event -- she 

asked provocative questions:  WHAT IS THE STORY OUR BUDG-

ET TELLS?  What fruit does it pay for?  Can we stop doing what 

doesn’t work?  -- questions we might all be asking ourselves 

and our parishes.  But it seems like we are, as a Diocese, pay-

ing for some pretty meaningful activities:  a fulltime children’s 

missioner, the Church for the Deaf, college chaplains, our Latin 

missioners, and the Bishop Walker 

School, just to mention a few.  Although 

when we first heard her speak, last 

year, she seemed eager to focus more 

on our local congregations and their 

growth, she, like most bishops of our 

diocese, has also involved herself in 

such national discussions as IMMIGRA-

TION REFORM, and the movement to 

d e c r e a s e  G U N  V I O L E N C E . 

 

There are always a number of resolutions put forward at Con-

vention, which, if supported by the delegates, will represent an 

official stance of the Diocese.  The two pre-eminent ones this 

year were in support of peace betweem Israelites and Palestini-

ans (we have a diocese in Jerusalem which is trying to run a 

hospital in Gaza), and Statehood for the District of Colum-

bia.  Did the resolution come down too firmly in one camp or 

the other?  Is STATEHOOD a civil rights issue or a purely politi-

cal one?  These discussions were lengthy and somewhat diffi-

cult, and often mired in Roberts Rules of Order, but in the end 

the delegates came down in favor of both resolutions.  (If you 

want more details about these discussions, or any other aspect 

of the Convention, we are happy to share our experiences and 

the paperwork we brought home.) 

And -- perhaps most importantly -- from Bethesda through DC to 

St. Mary’s County, we prayed, sang hymns, ate lunch and din-

ner, and celebrated the EUCHARIST together in the Washington 

National Cathedral.  We were blessed! and we both thank you 

for sending us.  
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Pennyworth Thanks and Thoughts 

HELP NEEDED FOR MUSIC LIBRARY 

 

The Grace music ministry needs a head music librarian. There are several folks who help out 

in the library, but we need a volunteer to lead this ministry and help us to organize the cho-

ral library, weekly activities, and our helpers. If you feel you might be interested, please con-

tact Danny at danny@graceepiscopalchurch.org, or at 301-661-9294. 

 

The Pennyworth Shop celebrated its 60th year of service and 

ministry last month.  On Sunday, February 10th, the long history 

of the shop and all the many, many volunteers who have served 

over the years were honored with a luncheon celebration. 

Reverend Andrew thanked Pennyworth in a very special way 

through his most thought provoking sermon about “Where is 

God?” As is usual in his spellbinding talks every one's attention is 

captivated as he weaves theology and a gospel story in to a won-

derful summation - God is at Pennyworth! 

Reverend Andrew also wove the work of many volunteers doing 

what they love to do, sharing God's plenty with others at the Pen-

nyworth Shop.  The Vestry gave a wonderful luncheon, orga-

nized by Linda Caleb, after the 10:30 Service.   Current parish-

ioners and Pennyworth workers joined together with some 

“retired” works to enjoy food and fellowship - all in honor of 60 

years of Pennyworth. 

On the previous Friday night, many people came to celebrate 

this ministry at the shop during a special party planned by Lisa 

Summers and her "elves" that made the shop look very ele-

gant.  A special thank you to all.   

 

THANK YOU PENNYWORTH FOR 60 YEARS OF SERVICE AND MINISTRY 

https://mail.holton-arms.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=3df7c7d6712a4347a68ac0b09c35dcaa&URL=mailto%3adanny%40graceepiscopalchurch.org
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Grace Episcopal Day School 

Entering into a new community, whether it is a school, 

a church, or both, is a time of serious transition and 

adjustment. Learning the traditions, customs, and 

norms can be particularly challenging; however, it is 

satisfying when you come to know the unwritten rules of the com-

munity. Coming into the Grace Episcopal Day School community 

has been remarkable in its ease of transition, its welcoming na-

ture, and its warm community. 

A question I repeatedly ask myself during transitional periods is 

“what are the unwritten rules and customs in this new communi-

ty?” I have repeatedly experienced this first-hand; the “breaking-

in” period of acclimatization. Sometimes this is transient and 

quickly passes. Other times, that feeling of “not-belonging” may 

never go away. At Grace, it has been a truly unique experience. 

As a new member of this community, I felt immediately embraced 

by my colleagues and the wider Grace community. While I still had 

to learn procedures, such as for Christmas Chapel, it was relative-

ly quick and painless.  

Becoming accustomed to the patterns and rhythm of daily Grace 

life was similar. I quickly understood what was expected of my 

students and of me. Nevertheless, there is a learning curve, and a 

few times I have felt behind that curve, whether it is learning 

about the auction or the procedure for assemblies. But my col-

leagues and my students have helped me to learn the ropes and 

the culture. Here is some of what I have learned. 

The Grace Episcopal community is incredibly close and proud. We 

enjoy and celebrate each other and our work. We support each 

other through the challenges and through the joys. There is a 

sincere, genuine, and reasonable sense of pride in what we 

do and how we do it. Our relatively small community allows 

us to know each individual student. There is never a sense of 

being lost in the crowd, but rather there is an intense focus 

on each member as being an integral part of the whole. 

Furthermore, through the installation of our Head of School 

and Christmas Chapel, I realized the bond between Grace 

Church and Grace Episcopal Day School. Our chaplain, Rev. 

Hagans signifies and strengthens that bond, through her 

weekly services, or through Theresa Wheeler’s occasional 

chaplaincy subbing. 

We are a joyful, caring, kind, and supportive school. We love 

and live our mission. As a newcomer, the school has never 

been anything but conscientious toward my induction into its 

environment. My best advice to fellow newcomers: Be proud 

to be a part of Grace. Trust in your “neighbors” and in being 

accepted by the community; the rest will snap into place. 

Keep a serious sense of humor and never be afraid to laugh. 

Be sure to recognize that Grace is indeed “the place.”  

Also, don’t block the bishop. 

Luigi LaPietra                                                                                      

Third Grade Teacher 

 

Vestry Begins Exploration of Possible Capital Campaign, cont. 

Girls, the Cub Scouts, St. Hilda’s Guild, the Women’s Auxiliary 

(which became the Episcopal Church Women of Grace Church) 

the Choir, the Men’s Club, Ushers, Cemetery Committee, Young 

People’s Fellowship, and, of course, the Altar Guild.  While the 

names may sound different, the Grace parishioners that came 

together 56 years ago, were no doubt quite similar in their mis-

sion to the many groups of parishioners that work together today. 

Today we find ourselves in circumstances not unlike those in the 

1950s.  We are a blessed church community marked by our pas-

sion and enthusiasm for the work and mission of Grace Church.  

Fortunately, we do not need to build a new church.  Rather, we 

need to address some of the more urgent needs of the building 

that has been entrusted to us. 

As we thoughtfully and prayerfully explore a fundraising cam-

paign, we very much want input from the entire congregation. We 

want to hear your thoughts, comments, questions and concerns.  

To that end, a parish wide survey is now available to all parishion-

ers in the weekly Grace Church email which you receive.  This 

survey is anonymous and completely confidential, and it 

should only take 10-15 minutes to complete.  If you have not 

already done so, please complete the survey by Sunday, March 

24. Hardcopies of the survey are also available, if you prefer.  

To receive a hardcopy, please contact Reverent Andrew or 

Marnie Brown in the church office. 

To learn more about the campaign or the projects covered by 

this effort, please contact the Rector, a member of the Cam-

paign Steering Committee or a member of the Vestry. 

 

The “old” Grace Church 
which was replaced in 

1956. 



New Year Off to a Positive Start 

The 2013 calendar year has begun with a very positive out-

look.  As you read this report, you will think that you have read 

this report before.  To some degree you have, because our fi-

nancial situation at Grace is very stable.  As we have discussed 

in the past, the ability of Grace Church to balance its budget is 

primarily dependent upon everyone’s ability to keep their 

pledge payments current.  Since weekly contributions (pledge 

income, “no pledge” contributions, and plate offerings) com-

prise slightly more than 82% of all income projected to be re-

ceived, these offerings are the single most important determi-

nant in our ability to balance our budget in any given year.   

 Through the first two (2) months of 2013, we received a 

total of $89,149.80 in pledge income, which essentially 

equaled the comparable two-month total for the first two 

(2) months of 2012, $91,928.21.   

 “No pledge” giving totaled $4,555.00 during the first two 

(2) months of 2013, sharply higher than the comparable 

two-month total for 2012, $2,815.00 and slightly higher 

than the projection of $3,900.00 for the first two (2) 

months of this year.   

 Plate offerings for the first two (2) months of 2013 totaled 

$1,607.23, sharply lower than the comparable total for the 

first two (2) months of 2012, $2,758.50, and slightly lower 

than the projection of $2,500.00 for the first two (2) 

months of this year.   

 Payments on outstanding pledge balances seen at the end 

of 2012 totaled $1,904.00 for the first two (2) months of 

2013 – while more than double the comparable experi-

ence for the first two (2) months of 2012, $904.00, this 

total still fell somewhat below the budget estimate in this 

area of $2,350.00.   

In total, in these four accounts, a total of $97,216.04 was re-

ceived during the first two (2) months of 2013, slightly below 

the comparable total of $98,406.46 for the first two (2) months 

of 2012. 

As outlined above, expenses remain very much “under control”, 

which reflects the leadership of the Rector and the diligence of 

the staff.  Expenses during the first two (2) months of 2013 

totaled $126,949.83.  This two-month total essentially 

equaled the comparable total for the first two (2) months of 

2012, $124, 606.02, and was slightly below the total of 

$129,810.00 projected to be disbursed during the first two (2) 

months of 2013 based on the balanced budget approved by 

the Vestry for this year.   

While the deficit of <$19,509.29> seen in the operating budg-

et at the end of February 2013 was higher than the compara-

ble deficit of <$13,281.40> seen in the operating budget at 

the end of February 2012, and reflecting the positive trends 

seen in the operating budget so far this year, this two-month 

deficit of <$13,281.40> was markedly better than the deficit 

of <$34,600.00> projected to be seen in the operating budget 

at the end of February 2013.   

In reviewing projected levels of expenditures in each compo-

nent of the operating budget (ministries outside the parish, 

including the Diocesan Offering; pastoral expenses; worship 

expenses; music expenses; Christian formation and youth pro-

grams; “Parish Life” ministries; and church operations and 

administrative costs) costs are closely approximately anticipat-

ed levels at this point in the year.  For example, snow-removal 

costs during the first two (2) months of the year closely approx-

imately anticipated costs – in some previous years, when snow 

removal costs were sharply higher than anticipated, we began 

the year in a projected “negative” situation – we are not seeing 

that pattern develop at this time. 

As always, we appreciate everyone’s efforts to keep their 

pledge payments current, and we appreciate everyone’s sup-

port for the programs in this parish.  If anyone has any ques-

tions, please contact me at your convenience. 

 

Gib Baily                                                                                 

Church Fiscal Officer 
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One More Note . . . from the Rev. Andrew W. Walter 

As we move deeper into the season of Lent on our way to Holy 

Week and Easter, I wanted to write on some important issues 

regarding our life together. 

As you may know, since our Grace Episcopal Day School consol-

idated to the Kensington Campus last summer, we have been 

considering what to do with the extra space in the Parish Hall 

building.  The Rev. Michele Hagans, our Associate Rector, who 

has significant real estate experience, led a committee of pa-

rishioners in evaluating our different options.  At first, it seemed 

we should simply find tenants to rent the space in the Parish 

Hall previously used by the Day School, but it soon became 

clear that was not a feasible option.  We use much of the Parish 

Hall on Sundays, and it is very difficult to share space with a 

tenant who has no affiliation with Grace Church.  After much 

consideration, it was determined our best option would be to 

relocate the church offices from Grace House to the Parish Hall 

thereby allowing us to rent Grace House.  I am happy to report 

that at its February meeting, the Vestry approved this plan, and 

we are in the process of engaging a leasing broker to assist us 

in finding a suitable tenant.   

A major concern in the Vestry’s decision to relocate the church 

offices was our Pennyworth Shop which uses the basement of 

Grace House for sorting donations.  The Vestry was concerned 

that donations and sorting might have to be relocated if we rent 

Grace House, something that is not preferable.  Unfortunately, 

we will have little control in this decision.  If an appropriate ten-

ant wants the basement, we will have to provide them use of 

the basement.  In that case, the Vestry is committed to working 

with the Pennyworth Shop to find space in the Parish Hall that 

is suitable for sorting donations. 

About one month ago, the Rev. Lael Sorensen, our Assistant 

Rector, announced that this would be her last program year at 

Grace Church.  It is hard to believe Lael has been with us for 

three years already, but as they say, time flies when you are 

having fun.  Lael is ready to take the next step in her ministry, 

and so while we are very grateful for her time with us, we also 

wish her many blessings as she moves into her next calling.  

Sometime toward the end of the year, we will have a Sunday to 

celebrate Lael’s ministry among us, and as soon as that date is 

set, we will let you know. 

In the meantime, we need to begin looking for a new Assistant 

Rector.  Rev. Michele and I will be working very closely with a 

Search Committee consisting of Beth Amundson, Chris Bedal, 

Eva Bogino, Chris Carlson, Babs Uku and VJ Whitehurst.  A posi-

tion description has been prepared, and I have contacted the 

diocese and many seminaries about the position opening.  We 

are starting to receive resumes and look forward to speaking 

with candidates. 

Finally, one of our goals for 2013 is addressing the needed work 

on our beloved church building, particularly the upgrading of the 

heating and air conditioning system, the downstairs bathrooms, 

the Undercroft, and the organ. Because the needed work is out-

side the scope of our annual budget, we are working with a con-

sultant to explore a possible fundraising campaign through 

which we can raise the resources necessary to take on these 

important projects.  As we thoughtfully and prayerfully explore a 

fundraising campaign, we very much want input from the entire 

congregation. We want to hear your thoughts, comments, ques-

tions and concerns.  To that end, a parish wide survey is now 

available to all parishioners in the weekly Grace Church email 

which you receive.  This survey is anonymous and completely 

confidential, and it should only take 10-15 minutes to complete.  

If you have not already done so, please complete the survey by 

Sunday, March 24. Hardcopies of the survey are also available, 

if you prefer.  To receive a hardcopy, please contact me or 

Marnie Brown in the church office. 

It is a wonderful time to be at Grace Church as there are many 

exciting things happening.  During this season of Lent alone, we 

have special healing prayers during communion at the 10:30 

service for anyone who would like to pray for themselves or oth-

ers; our clergy are talking about particular books of the Bible 

during a special Adult Forum series; our Lenten book discussion 

on Evolution of the Word: the New Testament in the Order the 

Books Were Written is being incredibly well attended and re-

ceived; and, the Rt. Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop of Wash-

ington, visited with us for a Service of Confirmation on Sunday, 

March 3.   

It is also a time of change as our community continues to thrive 

and grow.  In this letter, I have tried to address some of the ma-

jor changes underway at Grace Church and how we are address-

ing them.  Change is not easy, but it is an inevitable part of life.  

As Christians, we know God is present in change, guiding us into 

the future and leading us to a new and better life. If you have 

any questions about our life together, please contact me or a 

member of the Vestry.  We are always happy to speak with you. 
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Have thoughts, comments or questions about Andrew’s articles    
(or even his sermons)?  He would love to hear from you.     

Please email him at awalter@graceepiscopalchurch.org 

https://mail.holton-arms.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=e84578c134d84d1e8b24286005d296c3&URL=mailto%3aawalter%40graceepiscopalchurch.org

